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Warm greetings from us all here in Cardiff! It’s been another busy few
months on the EPIC project, here is a round-up of our activities.

Our cover photo this month is EPIC scholar Razan Sultan Tawfig Abuorabi Al Adwan (third from the
right) and other Erasmus Mundus students at their graduation here at Cardiff Metropolitan
University. We would like to say a huge congratulations to our degree-seeking scholars across
Europe who have now completed their qualification!

Erasmus S Cardiff Prifysgol

_ § Metropolitan | Metropolitan
Mundus & y University Caerdydd

EPIC issue 3. All rights reserved ®



P:

EU Partnerships & International Cooperation

with Jordan, Lebanon, Synia & Palestine

Call for Extensions 2

As the majority of EPIC’s second cohort has now mobilised, it was decided to award further extensions
with the small amount of remaining budget. Once again this Call was popular with scholars across all host
universities and we received a total of 30 applications. The quality was very high and it was very difficult
to choose! As the budget available was very small, we awarded 8 of these applicants, all of whom were
ranked highly by their hosts and showed good evidence of progression and academic merit to the
proposed extension. We wish our scholars all the best and look forward to hearing of the results of their
extended mobility!

Thank you to our Partners for their hard work and cooperation during this Call.

Current statistics

Out of 214 scholars, 100 have completed and 86 are currently mobilised. We have only 28 scholars yet to
mobilise. From our second Cohort, we have only 3 undergraduates and 1 post doctorate scholar yet to
mobilise and all are set to begin their mobility by 31*" December as per the EACEA regulation. The
remaining scholars yet to mobilise are all staff.

Number of scholars

m Completed

H Currently
mobilised

Yet to mobilise

Third Progress Report

Our next Progress Report for EACEA is due on 1* February 2015. As such, we have contacted you with
guestionnaires to complete in order to gather feedback on the Report. Analysis of partner and scholar
feedback is an integral part of the Report therefore your assistance with this is very much appreciated!

We have also recently contacted both host universities and scholars asking for photos and stories about
recent activities. Please do send us any information you have as we love to see how everyone is getting
on!
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Stories from our scholars

We have already had
some responses from
our scholars updating
us on their activities.

This month, we have a
feature from Layan
Alsalhi (on the right), an
undergraduate scholar
from Princess Sumaya
University  in Jordan
who completed a 10
month  mobility at
Politecnico di Torino in
Italy.

A big thank you to
Layan for sending us
this article and a thank
you also to Politecnico
di Torino for supporting
Layan throughout what
was obviously a very
successful mobility!

10 months
T European Countries

2international

200+ international friznds

Third Language

Erasmus

talKIT

| am gratified that | had the opportunity to
partidpate in Europe’s largest student
technology forum in Karlsruhe, Germany.
Three days of technology-madness: "The
Future City - Urban Challenges Mastered by
Technology”. talKIT for 2014 was thematically
based on 4 pillar - Energy, Mobility, Building
and Resource Management. Along to enabling
exchange of thoughts, attending workshops,
factory visits, royal dinners, the participants
from all around the globe made talkKIT 2014
rich of conversations, memories and happiness.
Closing ceremony titled "The smart city' was
discussed by a very interesting panel

induding Siemens Germany and Schneider
Electric Germany CEQ’s and Dr. Julian Weber,
Head of E-Mobility at BMW|

Check me on youtube

< talKIT - Highlights 2014
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Scholar stories continued...

Sanaa Fakhoury, a degree seeking Masters scholar in Political Science at University of
Salamanca, appearing on local radio to talk about the political situation of the Middle East.

‘Attending the courses of "The International Business
Economics and Management" has challenged me to
communicate and cooperate with people from
different cultures, especially during the preparation
of teamwork assignments, which gave me a
remarkable experience and unforgettable
friendships. Moreover achieving courses in English
has also improved my skills, abilities and most
importantly myself-confidence’. Mayssaa Hefteh,
degree seeking Masters scholar at Vilnius University.
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More scholar stories...

Here are some photos from post doctorate exchange scholar Mariusz Drzewiecki who is currently
at the University of Jordan. Mariusz has shared with us these images of an archaeological field trip
in Jordan.

He says: ‘Here support for my research
aiming at understanding of archaeological
heritage protection in Jordan is substantial
and this field trip is one of many examples’.

=

This  photo is of : ‘It has been a very rich
Dr Mohamed Alchihab, n ; experience that has
post doctorate scholar, | upgraded my teaching,
presenting his research - research and inter-cultural
at the University of capacities... | had not only
Liege. benefited academically but =
also | had lot of fun exploring 4 =
the spectacular landscape of =~ 4% | {52
Wales’. Diana Abu Ghunmi, ==
staff scholar for 1 month at the School of
Management, Cardiff Metropolitan University.

Thank you for your on-going cooperation and support. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year!

The EPIC Project Team
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